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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

JOSHUA  L IM

At first the lack of structure sounds like a

fine idea. You have choices in choosing

which units to study, in what order you

want to study, and sometimes you can

even choose which timeslot you want for

your class. In fact, if you want to stay at

home and study, you can choose to study

online as well. Much better than High

School already! 

For those who are not coming from High

School, you may find yourself moving

from a structured, ritual filled life into a

system that offers none of those

securities. 

Studying law may very well just add

further obligations into your busy

schedule!

One thing is certain though, for students

both commencing and returning: the

only way to make the best of your time

here at Deakin, and the only way to enjoy

it, is to get involved. It is tough to study

law in complete isolation. Those whom

have the best networks of friendships and

acquaintances, who constantly increase

their experiences in extracurricular

activities, volunteer work, and other

opportunities, will find themselves

holding the key to surviving law school;

and that is being able to enjoy law school.

University life is very different. Let us cut

to the chase and be frank about it. For

many of us we are in the same boat. You

finish High School, maybe take a ‘gap

year’, and then return to study. The

moment you take your first steps on this

journey however, the freedom hits you.
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So I say to everyone, if you want this

golden key to success and having the

best time at university and law school, get

involved. Come to our social events,

participate in legal-based competitions to

fill your CV, and attend educational,

health or career seminars. There are many

opportunities here at Deakin, especially

with the DLSS! Join us, and make 2016 a

stellar year!

Easier said than done of course! Which is

exactly why the Deakin Law Students’

Society [DLSS] is here. Someone once

asked me why spend so much time and

effort into getting involved with

everything, and the answer is simple. I

want to hold the key. The key to enjoying

my time in law school and finishing on

the greatest high.
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"One thing is certain though, for students both
commencing and returning: the only way to
make the best of your time here at Deakin,

and the only way to enjoy it, is to get
involved."



YOUR FIRST
YEAR OF

LAW
REMI  B I LSON

20 15  F IRST  YEAR  REPRESENTAT IVE
20 16  COMPET I T IONS  OFF ICER

The first year of Law at Deakin is like the

Japanese bullet train, Shinkansen; it goes very

quickly and before you know it, the year is over

and second year is upon you. This is why you

must take advantage of the opportunities

available to you, such as being a first year law

representative for the Deakin Law Students’

Society (DLSS).

My name is Remi Bilson and I started studying

Law last year, fresh out of high school. I didn’t

know what ‘contra proderentem’ meant nor did I

know anyone in my cohort let alone anyone in

the law school. It was the cliché change of going

from being the big fish in a small pond to a small

fish in a big pond – and this big pond was very

different from the small pond I was used to.

I was introduced to the law society when I took

part in the first year moot, which opened my

eyes to the new university world and

opportunities that I was now a part of and

could take advantage of – Mooting in other

words is debating on steroids! However I only

truly became aware of the DLSS when a

previous first year representative spoke at one

of my lectures with such passion about the

society. I got involved in the DLSS based on a

number of assumptions I made after this

meeting, however these assumptions were far

surpassed by the reality after I became a First

Year representative. 

Being a part of the DLSS as a first year

representative is rewarding for a number of

reasons including meeting new people; links

to the outside world; making decisions to

benefit all law students; understanding all

facades of being a law student; and sheer

enjoyment. 
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The DLSS is a great way to meet people

throughout the Deakin Law School. I not only

got to know my fellow first years better but

students from all years and stages of their law

degrees. My fellow DLSS members taught and

supported me through the maze that is first

year.

The DLSS has connections to many firms and

companies throughout Geelong and Melbourne.

These connections are a great way to learn

more about what opportunities are available to

you after you finish your degree, as well as have

contacts within the law community. Members

are given the opportunity to contribute and

help make decisions that benefit law students.

The DLSS helped me to become aware and has

given me an understanding of what is available

to me as a law student. Finally and most of all

the Law Society is fun! 

So please take the plunge and get involved in

the first year representative program!
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Nominate as a First
Year Representative

in 2016!

Every year the DLSS Geelong Committee

welcomes up to four First Year Representatives. Do

you enjoy getting involved behind the scenes at

functions and seminars? Are you looking for

opportunities to enhance your leadership skills and

meet new people?

Why not submit an application? We'd love to meet

you!



SO YOU WANT
TO BE A

LAWYER...
MIKALA  MCINTYRE

SOL IC I TOR  AT  BARWON  COMMUNITY  LEGAL
SERV ICE

Ten years ago I was a first year Arts/Law student at Deakin Uni Geelong. At the time I

wondered where the broad degree would take me when I graduated. One of the great things

about a law double degree is the different options you have when you complete your studies. 

While at uni I decided to keep my options open and gain work experience along the way to

really get an idea of what I wanted to do with my degree. I had a mentor who was a Barrister

and a Deakin Law grad, I did placement at a couple of local law firms, the Geelong Advertiser

and completed the Law Clinic unit with the Barwon Community Legal Service (BCLS). The

placement at BCLS really opened my eyes to an avenue that I had little knowledge of and

during the placement I saw the value of community legal centres, where the most vulnerable

in the community are assisted with their legal issues where they otherwise may not be able to

afford to assert their legal rights. I became very familiar with the concept of social justice and

access to justice during this placement. 

After graduating I made the move to a regional law firm to commence my year as a trainee

lawyer. Being at a regional firm I had the opportunity to really hit the ground running and was

quickly managing my own clients and files. I gained experience in all the areas of law the firm

practiced in, including Family Law, Property, Wills and Estates, Employment and Commercial

Law. This gave me an idea of the type of law I would like to practice in when I became

qualified. 
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Mikala McIntyre is a former Deakin Law student and is currently a solicitor at Barwon
Community Legal Service Geelong. She dedicates her time to advocating for domestic violence and

providing legal advice to Deakin Law students. In her spare time she enjoys travel and baking!

Visit www.barwoncls.org.au

Approaching my admission to the Supreme Court I started to consider the type of lawyer I

really wanted to be. This is different for everyone. For me I remembered my days as a legal

intern at the Barwon Community Legal Service and the passion I had for representing clients

who may not otherwise get assistance with really important issues that would make a big

difference in their lives. Following my admission in 2012 I was lucky to return to BCLS as a

qualified lawyer.

I love the variety of work I undertake as a community lawyer. My role includes advocating for

my clients, providing legal education to the community and writing submissions to decision

makers on issues that are affecting our clients so that a broader change may be considered.  

We have a lot of enthusiastic and talented students volunteering with our service and I also

enjoy working with and training our students, as others have done for me in the past. I really

encourage students to seek out as much work experience as you can while at Uni, not only

does it look great on your resume, and provides you with professional contacts but it also helps

you decide what you want to do with your degree and find your passion in the legal profession.

 

BCLS has an established volunteering
program for law students that allows
them to gain valuable legal experience in
a variety of supervised roles.
Positions are dependent on availability
and it is preferred that volunteers remain
with the service for at least 6 - 12 months.
BCLS has the capacity to support between
12 – 15 volunteer students at any one time
and keeps prospective volunteer
applications for up to six months!



SO YOU WANT
TO BE A

LAWYER...
MADDIE  PETT IGROVE

LAWYER  AT  TAC  GEELONG

So you want to be a lawyer… it is not as easy or glamorous as Suits and other television shows

would have you believe, but it certainly is challenging and rewarding and well worth the years

of study on which you are about to embark.

Having completed five years of study in a Bachelor of Law/Bachelor of Commerce degree at

Deakin University, my hard work paid off in early 2014 when I graduated University and

commenced my Traineeship at the Transport Accident Commission (TAC).

During my Traineeship I had the opportunity to be mentored and supervised by a number of

highly intelligent and experienced practitioners with invaluable knowledge to pass on to

newcomers like myself. I gained experience in multiple areas of the law including personal

injury, criminal and civil, and within a few months was running my own files and appearing on

behalf of the TAC in various Courts and Tribunals. I also had the opportunity to give back to the

community, participating in the Justice Connect: Homeless Law Program, providing pro bono

legal services to people experiencing or at risk of homelessness. 

Since being admitted to practice in March 2015, I have been employed by the TAC as a

solicitor continuing to expand my knowledge and experience. I currently run a full portfolio of

litigated files and provide both written and verbal legal advice to the TAC on a daily basis. 
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Maddie Pettigrove is a Deakin Law graduate and a solicitor with the Transport Accident
Commission in Geelong. In her spare time she teaches ballet classes and is currently building her

first home.

Every day presents new and exciting challenges which at times can seem impossible, making

me appreciate the research and analytical skills I developed whilst at University. I love the

creative thinking required in handling each unique case and the feeling of fulfilment when the

solution is found.

In the legal profession, I have discovered a community of likeminded, motivated and

approachable individuals. There are numerous legal events to attend throughout the year,

providing the opportunity to network and engage with a variety of people including solicitors,

barristers, members of the judiciary and members of parliament. Most recently I attended the

Geelong Opening of the Legal Year at St Mary’s Basilica and the Geelong Courts, along with a

number of prestigious guests including the Attorney General Martin Pakula and the

Honourable Justice Croft. At this event we were reminded of the honesty and integrity in

which lawyers should conduct themselves and provided with inspiration and motivation for

achieving these ideals in the year ahead.

It has taken hard work and persistence to get to this point, but this is just the beginning of my

career and I look forward to the opportunities and experiences to come. So you want to

become a lawyer… let me assure you, it will be worth it in the end. 

Deakin & DUSA offer a free and confidential
legal service for all students.

There are a team of lawyers that can advise
you on various legal matters including:

fines, motor vehicle accidents (not TAC),

debt / bills, tenancy, employment, family
law and criminal matters.

Send enquiries to: deakin@eclc.org.au
I



WHERE YOUR
LAW DEGREE

CAN TAKE YOU
DANIKA  PAMPL IN

20 16  V ICE  PRES IDENT  OF  MARKET ING  &

PUBL ICAT IONS
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You will definitely find a recurring theme throughout the 2016 Pocket Guide: get involved! For

whatever reason you have chosen to study law, and I can already assure you it will be one of

the best experiences of your life.

The Pocket Guide will explain all of the awesome things that the Deakin Law Students Society

can offer you, but I’m here to tell you what Deakin offers you. When I first began my study I

found a wonderful resource known as ‘Deakin Jobshop.’ The website allows you to search for

jobs both inside and outside university, and search I did! I have been a 'Casual on Campus,' an

Off Campus Housing Administrator, and a Student Ambassador for the Marketing Division. All

of these opportunities have allowed me to meet new people, learn things I’d never thought I’d

learn, and get paid.

I decided in my third year of study that my first ever overseas trip was going to be to India. Ask

anyone who has attended the India study tour and they will tell you that you will definitely be

culture shocked. India was an awesome experience, we visited the Taj Mahal, we studied at

an Indian Law School, and my mooting team took out the win at the Deakin moot against

Government Law College in Mumbai.



Feel like you don’t have time to cram so

much in? The best thing I have found as a

student at Deakin is that they offer each law

subject in an off campus capacity. Over the

last 5 years Deakin's off campus subjects

have allowed me to study on my own

timeline whilst working full time and taking

every opportunity I possibly can. 

I feel so grateful for everything that I have

experienced as a Deakin law student; it has

been the most rewarding experience thus

far in my life. My best advice to new and

returning students is to take every

opportunity you can find. There is so much

offered here, a whole lot more than even I

took on, and we are spoilt for choice. I hope

you’ll look back in 4-5 years and be able to

say that you made the most of every

moment during your time at Deakin!

In the past 6 months I have also become a

Peer Mentor and a volunteer solicitors

assistant at Barwon Community Legal

Service. The greatest thing about these

opportunities is that they have reminded

me why I chose to study law in the first

place; I like talking to people and helping

them however they may need. Volunteer

work has also made me more excited for my

Seasonal Clerkship to begin in June! 

PAGE 12 WHERE YOUR LAW
DEGREE CAN TAKE YOU

LAW STUDENTS POCKET
GUIDE 2016

"My best advice to new
and returning students is
to take every opportunity

you can find."



FUNCTIONS
The Deakin Law Students Society (DLSS) has a variety

of exciting functions to offer you throughout the year.

The functions commence with an ‘Unlawful Launch’

previously known as the ‘first year introduction night’.

This is a night that allows law students from all years

to come together, build a rapport, eat pizza and have

a few drinks. This event is a great introduction to what

DLSS functions have to offer as you have the

opportunity to be familiar with others who are also

studying law, in an informal context. 

If this event isn’t enough to drown the law student

sorrows away, we offer a camp in Lorne! This camp

was very successful as was suggested by the positive

feedback given last year. The camp offers drinks for all

attendee’s as well as cabin accommodation and

meals. This year, law camp will merge with the Deakin

Commerce Student’s Society (DCSS), allowing the

camp to be packed with drinking games and a

function night. The question that remains is - which

students will be victorious in the activities the camp

has to offer? Come along and support you law degree

in an alternative, intoxicated fashion at Commerce v

Law Camp 2016!
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What's in store for 2016!



Truly think you’re the smartest student to set foot in Deakin? Why not put this to the test

at DLSS Trivia Night! This night is held at the Elephant and Castle Bar and operates like a

typical trivia night with a competitive twist. Trivia questions may involve Law, Deakin and

even some tunes from the greatest/most shocking music. Last year, the DLSS ‘Harry Potter’

Trivia Night sold out before you could even say ‘Dumbledore’, with Hufflepuff taking home

the Hogwarts Cup (who would have thought!) 

Still not satisfied? Pub-crawl is an event for the intoxicated rather than the elegant. This

event involves the required elements for a pub-crawl to be executed effectively: a dress-up

theme, numerous stops at some of Geelong’s reputable pubs, drink specials, and an after

party. Additionally, this event is normally one of the lowest priced and is very popular, so

be sure to reserve your spot by purchasing a ticket!

 If you are more class than crass, as us law students like to think of ourselves, we hold one

of the, if not, the classiest event that Deakin University at large has to offer – Law Ball. Law

Ball is that Cinderella fairy tale ball that we all imagine, dressing elegantly, taking

advantage of the photo booth and access to unlimited glasses of beer, champagne, spirits

and soft drink. Law Ball is held at the Pier and last year broke its ticket sales record by

selling over 360 tickets.

 Rohan, Rhylee and Maddie, our functions team, hope to see you at all our functions so we

can convince you that law school is fun beyond reasonable doubt!! 
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In 2016 the Functions Portfolio will bring
back all your favourite events including Law

Ball, Unlawful Launch & Trivia Night!



COMPETITIONS
The Competitions portfolio of the DLSS encourages

students to venture outside their comfort zone and

take part in a variety of legal competitions. The

competitions on offer aim to challenge educate and

prepare students for what legal based careers offer.

Such experience enables students to be well

prepared for their future careers. On top of all that it is

a fantastic experience to participate in university lift

individually and with friends.

The Competitions on offer in previous years include: -

This year the portfolio will strive to run the same

successful competitions we have in the past. We also

aim to provide a range of new opportunities/events in

order to engage law students to continue to get

involved in extra curricular activities and make the

most of their Deakin experience! 
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What's in store for 2016!

Senior Moot
Junior Moot
First Year Negotiation
Deals 
Witness Examination - Paper
& Oral 



CAREERS
Our mission is to provide Deakin Law students with

events and information throughout 2016 that will

help you succeed at achieving your dream job.

The Annual Careers Dinner, Clerkship Seminar and

Careers Cocktail nights are invaluable networking

opportunities and will boost your confidence when

liaising with fellow students and professionals.

We are also working on the Annual Careers Guide

2016 to inform you about seasonal clerkship

opportunities and provide professional insights into

areas of practice. It will include tips to apply, how to

build your resume plus a firm directory and Practical

Legal Training.

We highly recommended that you follow us on

Facebook and join the DLSS to ensure that you are

aware of our upcoming projects, so watch this space! 
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What's in store for 2016!

Interested in applying for Seasonal
Clerkships in 2016? Want to know more

about PLT? Watch this space!



EDUCATION
The Education portfolio is dedicated to helping

students achieve their education and career

outcomes while having a well-rounded university

experience and engaging in activities that will relieve

stress and help them achieve optimal well-being. The

Education portfolio provides guidance and tips on

how students can reach their full potential, while

minimising struggles and stress that is commonly

faced by law students in particular.

 The Deakin Commerce Law Students’ Society assists

law students to make the most of their university

education while engaging in extra curricular activities

both at Deakin, and through external law institutes

and bodies. Further, the Education portfolio aims to

assist students in developing an understanding of the

administrative processes connecting with Deakin’s

LLB and JD and tips on how to fully utilise study time

and fine tune assignments. The Education portfolio

will connect students with resources, organisations,

events and opportunities that can boost students’

engagement at university, and make law school a

rewarding and fulfilling experience.  
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What's in store for 2016!



OFF CAMPUS
Deakin University Law School is one of Australia’s

leading law schools when it comes to online and

distance law education. 2016 also sees the first intake

of students to the wholly online Master of Laws (Juris

Doctor) program.

DLSS Geelong recognises that distance study and

online learning students can sometimes feel left out

of the buzz and social atmosphere of on-campus life.

This is changing as online learning becomes

integrated into all degrees and students continue to

embrace emerging platforms for communication and

collaboration.

In addition to all the regular social activities that

DLSS Geelong organises, that off-campus students

are always encouraged to attend, we host special

events and meet-ups for off campus law students.

We also run an annual online competition that allows

you, wherever you are located, the opportunity to

participate in a competition to improve your legal

problem solving skills, your written language, and

your oral presentation abilities.
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What's in store for 2016!

The Deakin Law Off Campus Facebook
group is an extremely useful place to go for
support throughout your degree. Even if it
is to just share the pain of a particularly
tough assignment or to share exam

preparation tips. This independent student
moderated closed group also provides a
forum for discussing and debating

interesting topical events in the law.  You
can even save money by buying and selling

second-hand textbooks.

The Facebook group  http://on.fb.me
/1nPXGMb has over 350 members. Log on
and join us and start getting to know your

fellow off campus students.



GRIEVANCE OFFICER

My name is Georgia Adams and I am the DLSS Geelong Grievance Officer for 2016. Whilst this

position is relatively new in the DLSS, I am passionate to see it grow further in the future.

This role seeks to provide all Law students, both on and off-campus, with a fair and

confidential method of resolving any grievance that relates to an aspect of Deakin University.

The Grievance Officer must maintain impartiality and professionalism and therefore, does not

have any voting rights in the DLSS.

It is my intention to de-escalate and resolve a dispute in a timely and efficient manner.  I am

focused upon the concerns of Law students and will endeavour to rectify dissatisfactions.

Additionally, I can answer any queries or refer you to alternative help or advice if necessary.
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How I can help you in 2016...

Any questions please do not hesitate to
contact me, via email:

gmadams@deakin.edu.au



DLSS GEELONG
MEMBERSHIP

Joining the Deakin Law Students' Society is a great way to kick-start your year.

Besides having access to great discount tickets to 2016 functions, DLSS members

also receive exclusive offers courtesy of our yearly Bar Card. You'll also receive the

benefits of discounted merchandise, access to exclusive workshops and careers

seminars and stay in the loop via our e-Newsletter. You can sign up to be a member

of the DLSS by visiting our O Week Market stalls, our Waterfront office (d2.212) or by

checking out our website, dlssgeelong.com.au.
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Become a Member in 2016...

Visit our brand new online
store at

www.dlssgeelongshop.com
to purchase a 2016 DLSS

Membership!

Discount tickets
Exclusive offers

Networking opportunities
E-newsletter subscription

Career development
Workshops and Seminars

...and more!



2016 COMMITTEE
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Come and Say Hi!

For positions and contact information, visit:
https://dlssgeelong.wordpress.com/about-us/2016-

committee/



CONTRIBUTIONS
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Come and Say Hi!

Editor in Chief & Design: Danika Pamplin

Other DLSS Contributions: Remi Bilson, Rohan Kelly,
Tanner Redden, Rangi Vickers, Dana Kenna,

Stephen Ryan, Georgia Adams and Joshua Lim.

A big thank you to our industry contributors Mikala
McIntyre from Barwon Community Legal Service and

Maddie Pettigrove from TAC Geelong.

CONTACT

secretary@dlssgeelong.com.au
www.dlssgeelong.com.au

Visit us on campus @ D2.221


