
Functions 2015 

Report by VP of Functions, Amy Kearney 

This year has been a great year for the functions portfolio with the introduction of a new event and 

some updates to existing events.  

The first task of the year began over summer of 2014/2015 and involved finding sponsors for this 

year’s bar cards. We managed to secure some returning sponsors from 2014 and some new 

sponsors. Having been on the functions team for two years, I noticed that securing sponsorship is 

becoming more difficult. Some bars and clubs are failing to see the benefit that sponsorship brings. I 

anticipate that next year may be more difficult. I would advise that a sponsorship strategy needs to 

be in place in 2016 to ensure that sponsors receive adequate exposure and advertising from the 

DLSS.  

The first event of the year was the Intro Night. This year, we decided to move the event to a more 

relaxed and casual venue. We chose the Lord Nelson beer garden in contrast to the more formal Mrs 

Hyde’s in previous years. The night was a success with approximately 80 people attending. The 

challenge of running this event is that it is difficult to predict how many people will come along 

seeing as it is not ticketed. It is important to work closely with the marketing team and to secure a 

date for the event early on so that new students can be told about it as early as O-week.  

In March we held our first ever law camp! This event took many months of planning and was 

unprecedented for the society. We hoped to have over 60 people attend but only managed to have 

34 people. Overall the camp was a huge success and I would encourage the continuation of this 

event. The only downfall of this years’ camp was the low attendance. I would predict that this should 

improve over the years given the good reviews from students who attended this year. Marketing for 

this event should begin at the beginning of O-week, and sales should commence as early as possible 

in the term. Some students from last year expressed concern that the camp may become too similar 

each year, so I would recommend finding a new location and coming up with some fresh ideas to 

attract students who attended in 2015 to go again in 2016. 

At the end of T1 we had our trivia night at the Elephant and Castle in conjunction with the Education 

Society. This event sold out with over 90 people attending! This was over double the sales of 2014’s 

trivia night. I think that sales can be attributed to the Harry Potter theme (and maybe the free 

drinks). I would encourage another trivia night in 2016 as it is a relatively cheap and easy event to 

run. However, I would question whether the DLSS needs to partner with another Society seeing as 

we were responsible for the majority of ticket sales and all of the organisation of the event.  

At the beginning of T2 we held our annual pub crawl. We sold enough tickets to fill a bus and had 

many free drinks so the general feedback of the event was this it was good value for money. I would 

encourage running this event again in 2016, however some fresh ideas may be needed to stop the 

event becoming too similar year to year (perhaps approaching the DCSS early in 2016 to consider a 

joint event?).  

Our annual law ball is to be held on the 18th of September at the Pier. We decided to move to the 

Pier instead of using the Captain’s Room again due to the increased capacity at the Pier. In 2014 we 

sold 220 tickets; this year we sold 358! There was some hesitation amongst the Society in increasing 

tickets to $89 and $99 for members and non-members respectively, however I think that the 

unprecedented ticket sales indicate that price is not really going to restrict demand. I would 

encourage using a large venue, such as the Pier or something similar, again in 2016.  



 

 


