
Vice President’s 2017 Report: Off-Campus Affairs 

 

The Off-Campus Affairs portfolio is largely concerned with connecting Off-Campus students to university 

experiences and with each other. This portfolio largely facilitates communication through the Deakin 

Law Off-Campus Students Facebook Page and aims to provide a physical presence for Off-Campus 

students at events, functions and meetings. 

 

Deakin Law Off-Campus Students Facebook Page 

Currently the Facebook group consists of 985 members who are both on and Off-Campus. Posts are 

made consistently throughout the day every day, and it is a wonderful resource for student 

communication.  

This year the Off-Campus Affairs portfolio has used the Facebook group to promote DLSS events, to 

converse with students, answer DLSS queries, and to forward students to the relevant portfolios. 

An important role of the Off-Campus Affairs portfolio is to moderate the Facebook group and settle 

disputes where they arise. This year, several students have made complaints about bullying from other 

members, or have complained about, or reported certain posts. The negative publicity regarding the 

Deakin Law School has also caused many disputes within the Facebook group throughout the year. To 

date, there is one outstanding matter.  

My recommendation to for the portfolio in future is: 

- to maintain a clear dispute resolution procedure, 

- to establish reasonable working hours, as many complaints are made in the middle of the night 

- to be mindful of communicating with distressed or angry people 

- to be clear about what content is, or is not appropriate to be shared on the page 

- to encourage positive, respectful communication between students 

In future, it may also be prudent to establish netiquette guidelines. Additionally, the Off-Campus Affairs 

portfolio may also be interested in collaborating with other portfolios to put together a netiquette 

seminar.  

 

Off-Campus T-shirt competition 

This competition ran for the first time this year with little success. The aim of this competition was for 

students to share a picture that captures their Off-Campus experiences. If used again, this competition 

may benefit from having a more specific theme, and from having some example images from committee 

members. The competition was run late in the year, and may also benefit from being run during 

trimester 1 when there is more positive student energy.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/669694536436553/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/669694536436553/


On campus presence 

Maintaining a physical presence at events, functions and meetings throughout the year provides a 

welcoming connection for Off-Campus students. Following advice from previous years, this year casual 

meet-ups have been held in Ballarat for students. The experience has been very positive.  

 

Thank-you! 

On behalf of many Off-Campus students, I am pleased to extend a genuine thanks to everyone who 

worked on the 2017 Career’s guide. This was well received by many Off-Campus students.  

Special thank you to the Marketing portfolio who provide essential communications with Off-Campus 

students and have created a fantastic online presence.  

I also extend a personal thank-you to all of the committee members this year. You have improved my 

university experience, made me feel welcome, and assisted me with my duties throughout the year.  

 

Vice-President for Off-Campus Affairs, 

Eleanor Crawshaw.  

  


